"Struggle is not a sign of failure,
though I often feel 
a failure at it...

Struggle is a sign of Life
burning still 
under the frequently smothering weight
of the Human Journey.

Struggle is the Song sung
by some part of me
hasn't doesn't won't give up
still looking 
for Opening and Flow.

Therein lies Hope,
precursor to Faith
progenitor to Fulfillment
and threshold to Love."


                                                                       ~Brian Stokes 8/8/09
